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(54) PAD PRINTING APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable high speed printing to an object to 
be printed fed in an upstanding state, by arranging a 
plurality of printing pads each formed of a soft material 
such as silicone at constant intervals in a circumferential 
configuration so as to make the same rotatable at every 
constant angle toward the circumferential direction in a 
freely advancing and retracting state in a radial direction. 

CONSTITUTION: When a first drive shaft 2 is rotated 
180° through an index unit 17, a follower gear 1 1 is 
rotated once and each pad 8 reciprocally advances and 
retracts only one time in a radial direction. By this 
operation, predetermined printing is applied to the 
surface of an object 20 to be printed by the pad 8 in a 
printing apparatus 19 and the pad 8 is respectively brought into contact with a cleaning 
member 22 and a printing plate 23 under pressure to remove the ink adhered to said pad 8 
while a predetermined character or picture pattern is transferred to the pad 8 next sent to the 
printing position. When printing is over, the first drive shaft 2 is stopped while a drive shaft 14 
rotates 180° through an index unit 18 to advance each pad 8 at every one pitch. As 
mentioned above, the first drive shaft 2 is rotated by the one-pitch advance of the pad 8 and 
printing to the object 20 to be printed is performed. 
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